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Southlanders are invited to be part of the nationwide Constitution Conversation
	

	
	
		Southlanders are encouraged to think about their aspirations for New Zealand and share their views on how they want our country to be run in the future.

Next Tuesday, Invercargill residents have the chance to learn more about the Constitution Conversation from Panel member and former Dunedin mayor Peter Chin. The Invercargill City Council is hosting a public forum called “The Conversation So Far” at the Drawing Room, Civic Theatre on 28 May (7.00pm -8.00pm).

The Panel, which is an independent advisory group to the Government, is seeking submissions on New Zealand’s constitution in the first half of 2013. Specific topics for discussion include the pros and cons of having our constitution written down in a single document, the role of the Treaty of Waitangi in our constitution, and electoral issues such as the length of the Parliamentary term.

Panel member, Peter Chin says that this is an important and exciting opportunity for all New Zealanders.

“These are fundamental matters that affect all our lives so it’s important that people are well informed and take the opportunity to make a submission.”

Panel members, Peter Chin and Hon John Luxton will also be meeting with local community groups and the Invercargill City Councillors earlier in the day.

The Hon John Luxton, who is also the Chair of Dairy NZ, would like to see the farming sector more involved.

“It’s relevant to every individual, and just as important as every vote in a democracy, for people to think about this and express their views,” he said.

“There’s every good reason for rural people to have their say, and to have the rural voice heard. If you keep quiet during the process, then often people think you support the outcome – whatever it is.”

“Rural people are all interested in how we are governed and it’s appropriate they consider what the constitutional issues are.”

The Panel is due to report back to the Government by the end of 2013. Its recommendations will be based on submissions received.

Public submissions are due by 1 July 2013 and can be made online at www.ourconstitution.org.nz by email or post. People can find a wealth of information and meeting resources on the website or by phoning 0508 411 411.
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				A Report on a Conversation

He Kōtuinga Kōrero mō

Te Kaupapa Ture o Aotearoa

The report records the range of perspectives from a conversation with New Zealanders about our constitution and the Panel’s advice about what to do next.

The Panel’s key recommendation is for the Government to actively support a continuing conversation about the constitution by ensuring people can find out more about the current arrangements and about options for our future.

 

As part of the Constitution Conversation the Panel heard a range of views at over 100 meetings, on its facebook page and from the 5,259 written submissions received from groups and individuals.
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